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Dedication, archbishop bring life to new Catholic church

BY JOE DEJKA
	  

	

	WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

	


Omaha Archbishop Elden Curtiss pulled up his right sleeve. 

He poured sacred oil on the flat, brown slab dug from a quarry in Saudi Arabia. 

	

	 

	Omaha Archbishop Elden Curtiss presides Sunday over the dedication Mass at St. James Catholic Church. Behind him is the Rev. Michael Grewe, pastor of St. James.

	


His bare hand worked the oil over the polished surface. 

At that solemn moment Sunday afternoon, the architectural grandeur of the new St. James Catholic Church bowed before the humble picture of a holy man and his faith. 

It was then, for 55-year-old parishioner Chris Young, that a granite stone became an altar and a new church was born. 

"It wasn't until that moment, when he anointed the altar, that it became my church," Young said. "It was so prayerful, so intimate." 

About 700 people filled the new church near 90th and Fort Streets on Sunday as Curtiss presided over a dedication Mass spiced with joyful hymns and the woody sweet fragrance of incense. 

The event started in the old church, which was built in 1965 as a temporary church along with the school. Temporary turned out to be nearly 38 years. 

Curtiss blew out a candle in the old church, signifying its closing. 

No longer will parishioners be forced to deal with the pillars that blocked their view or the penetrating thump of bouncing basketballs from the gym above. 

A procession of 42 priests walked the 70 paces from the old church to the lobby of the new $5 million building, where parishioners gave Curtiss keys and blueprints to the new church and a deed for the land. 

With that, Curtiss declared: "And now let us open wide the doors and enter in song and praise." 

Upon entering, visitors were greeted with the awesome sight of the 52-foot-high wood-and-white-beam ceiling and a 12-foot-diameter round stained glass window above the sanctuary, the area at the front of the church where the main church rituals take place. 

The window, the centerpiece of three depicting the Catholic Trinity, features a hand gently reaching downward, the hand of God the Father. 

Curtiss said the church design includes new technologies and materials, but it also contains all the symbols and tradition of the faith. 

He told parishioners they are the mortar holding the building together. 

"Pray with me that what we begin today in this church will have repercussions in this city and beyond for decades to come," Curtiss said. 

The dedication was especially meaningful for parishioner David J. Beringer, whose architectural firm, Zenon Beringer Mabrey Partners, designed the building. 

Beringer said he felt "very proud, very honored and very nervous." 

A magic moment, he said, came several weeks ago when the building began to change from a construction site to a worship space. 

"You could feel it in the workers," Beringer said. "The radios went down. Everyone got more respectful." 

He said that over the years parishioners put other priorities ahead of a new building, but finally sacrificed and got it done. 

"Everybody pulled together to make it happen," he said. 

[image: image1.jpg]


