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Season’s Greetings
As we approach the holiday season and work to “keep Christ in Christmas”, please know how grateful we are for each and every one of you—our students, our families, and our parish supporters.  The SJS Staff wish you a Very Blessed & Merry Christmas!

SOAR Dinner A Success
The 13th Annual SOAR Dinner was held on Friday, November 11th.  That was quite an accomplishment since the planning stages for this event did not begin until September.  Once the Total Board of Education got wind that nothing was in the works, they stepped up to the plate, and under the guidance of Fr. Frank and Fr. Richard, set things in motion.  The theme was The Teachers:  Our Greatest Educational Resource and most of the teachers were present to join in the festivities.  One of the special features at the dinner was table centerpieces created by each homeroom which were later purchased by parents who could have them for special keepsakes.  Another feature was the “Principal’s Corner” which some parents were relegated to after trying to “talk shop” with some teachers. They had to pay to get out!   The evening netted close to $16,000 which will benefit the fund to improve our Technology infrastructure, the Teachers’ Education Fund, the Guardian Angel Fund, and our Third Source of Revenue which helps reduce overall tuition costs.  Special thanks to all who contributed to making this evening a success, and especially to Gina Volenec, Lori Incontro, Cindy Retallick, Jean Peklo, Bryce Poskochil, Brigid Kerschinske, Renee Cann, Terry Wood, Meagan Richards, Marilou and Tim Lonergan, Rich Hopkins, Bill Koley, Jennifer Hasiak, Fr. Frank, and Fr. Richard.
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During the second week of November, scholarships were awarded to six of our upper grade students.  These awards were based on a combination of academics, character, service, how they treat others, and to what degree these students set a positive example for others.  
Congratulations go to:
Courtney Schnitzler-Grade 8-SJS Honorary Scholarship
Hannah Petty-Grade 8- Tracy Clark Memorial Scholarship
Grace Wagner-Grade 7-Nick & Kara Stangl Scholarship
Trevor Cutsor-Grade 7- Joe Laferla Memorial Scholarship
Lauren Mann-Grade 7-Janet Jorgensen Memorial Scholarship
Megan Peklo-Jake Jackson Memorial Scholarship
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SJS Can Prix
You’ve heard of the Grand Prix.  Well, SJS had it’s very own “Can Prix” during the month of November.  This year our school raised a total of 7,244 cans that were donated to the Food Bank for the Heartland. We are very proud of our Student Senate members who organized this event and spent time counting all those cans! In addition, we are very grateful to the countless students and parents that supported us by donating what they could to this cause. The Food Bank will distribute the cans to pantries, emergency shelters, after-school programs, senior housing sites, and rehab centers all throughout Nebraska and Iowa.  The top homeroom contributors were: K1, 602, and 703.  Thanks again to all those who participated!  “If you can’t feed a hundred people, then just feed one.” – Mother Theresa
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Teachers Dress Down to Raise Funds
Since November is National Adoption Awareness Month, and some of our own staff have adopted children into their families, the SJS Staff chose to support the Nebraska Children’s Home Society on Tuesday, November 22, by paying $5.00 for the privilege of wearing jeans that day.  Fifty one staff members participated raising a total of $255 for this organization whose mission is to provide safe and loving care to children of all ages. NCHS is the only agency that has never charged a fee for its adoption services in its 118 years.  We are proud to support this pro-life organization in its efforts. 
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Sewing Sensations
Mrs. Grace Pacana’s Sixth Year of Sewing Class started on October 8th and will end on December 17th.  Eighteen students enrolled for the class…five 8th Graders, eight 7th Graders, and five 6th Graders.  Nine students who participated last year re-enrolled this year.  They are making projects that require more sewing skills.  Cecilia Cohen, Molly Sambol, Katie Maxwell, Hannah Petty, Michaela Moriarty, Madison Swanson, and Hailey Britten are making aprons.  Elizabeth Burbridge is making herself a dress and Grace Wagner is making surprise gifts for Christmas.  For Molly Sambol’s next project, she is making her 2 year old niece a dress.  The newcomers this year are:  Lydia Cohen, Kaylie and Madison Daniels, Grace Finn, Molly Fryda, Kelsey Lytle, Gabby and Samantha Rosa, and McKenna Simpson.  They are now all acquainted with the sewing machine and know how to run it.  Most of them have completed making a reversible tote bag and most of them are planning to make pajama pants.
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  Teaching Technology
There are lots of things going on in all of the computer classes:
Kindergarteners are learning to use both left and right hands to work the computer.
First Graders are learning to use the fill tool in KidPix to color within a shape.
Second Graders are using their Social Studies knowledge of cardinal directions to create a treasure map.
Third Graders are using their Spanish vocabulary to create an ‘I Spy’ picture hunt.
Fourth Graders are learning to use correct fingering on the keyboard without looking at their hands.
Fifth Graders are using their Social Studies state research to create a slide show.
Sixth Graders have been learning how to stay safe in an online community.
Seventh Graders are almost ready to compete in their first robotics challenge.
Eighth Graders are using their English knowledge to create their own website about parts of speech.
Who knows where all of this will lead to!


Parents Can Monitor AR Points!
You can now check how many Accelerated Reader points your child has for the quarter on the Sycamore grade book page. On your student’s grades, there is a box for the AR points. It shows the percentage of the points they have earned towards their goal for the quarter. For the younger grades which have no specific goal, click on the NA in the square. It will take you to another screen which will show their specific points earned. This score is updated every Friday. 
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Controlled Chaos
Ever wonder what happens to all of those box tops, upc’s, bottle caps, and product labels that you send in?  Thanks to parents like Kathy Kloewer, Dale Krupka, Linda Lytle, Patty Bales, and Teresa Maxwell they get sorted, trimmed, counted, bundled, and stored to bring in cash or materials for the school.  The Campbell’s Soup UPC’s that were recently sent in allowed us to purchase items requested by the teachers such as a classroom garden kit, a mighty magnet, binoculars, a 6pk of microscopes to be used in Kindergarten, an electric pencil sharpener, a 15 slot drying rack, jump ropes, watercolor paint trays, oil pastels, modeling clay, an equipment cart, jump ropes, and a variety of balls.  As the saying goes, “One man’s garbage is another man’s treasure.” See the picture below for our recent purchases.
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On Wednesday, November 16, 2011, Marian High School inducted 10 seniors and 52 juniors into the Maria Chapter of National Honor Society in the Servants of Mary Chapel. To be eligible as a member of the NHS, students must be of junior or senior standing and embody four qualities: leadership, scholarship, character, and service. A candidate must hold a leadership position, either elected or appointed, in a group or club; she must maintain a 3.5 GPA at the beginning of her year; she must have an evaluation of her character based on teacher recommendations; and she is required to complete 15 hours of community service at one service site outside of the Marian community, as well as participate in two Marian activities or clubs with a minimum of 15 hours each.  SJS graduates Katherine Johnson, Hannah Goracke, and Megan Huelskamp were three of the members inducted into NHS.  We’re proud of you girls!

On October 30th, Creighton Prep held an awards banquet, and three of the top five cross country awards went to former SJS students!  Senior T.J. Simpson received the "Most Valuable Runner" award; Jake Simpson received the "Outstanding Runner Award 2011- Junior"; and John Nownes received the "Outstanding Runner Award 2011- Freshman". These awards are given for hard work, leadership, sportsmanship, perseverance, and cooperation.  Way to go boys!

On Saturday, November 19th, Rebecca Weber, Megan Majewicz, Kelly Neuhaus, and Alli Leighton all headed for New York to dance in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade!  They regularly dance at On Pointe Dance Center in Omaha. In the parade they performed with the organization called “Spirit of America.” Girls in this dance came from all over the United States and totaled about 600.   Their dance had a Circus theme and they were dressed in various clown/circus gear.  Our girls even had a few spots on WOWT news prior to the event.  How exciting!

Roncalli Sophomore Kelli Soltys was recognized as a member of their All State Academic Team.  This honor is granted to cross country runners exhibiting excellence in academics.
What a great honor!
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Thanks Go to Many
The SJS Staff would like to say a big “THANK YOU” to all those who contributed to the Christmas Cheer Donations thru the Home & School Assn.  Your donations allowed each staff member to receive a $25 certificate to purchase the HOPE certificates of their choice.  You helped make everyone’s Christmas just a little bit jollier.

We would also like to thank Home & School for providing the donuts and water treats for our Halloween celebrations.  We always enjoy those!

Two projects that happen during the month of November are the Saints’ Badges that the students create and then wear on All Saints Day, and the Veterans’ Stars that the students create which are then distributed to Veterans in and outside of our parishes to show our appreciation for those who have served our country so well.  Thanks to Marilou Lonergan and Janeen Moynihan who, as members of the Children’s Faith Formation Committee, see to it that these projects are organized and carried out.  The teachers really appreciate their help with this.


		Upcoming Events
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQwCWY3kGHvNStDQl7s1qyaXzT2p0M6cIE5CJlamIAMHbuLgOkOgh6_7DU]Kindergarten Sneak Peek is scheduled for Wednesday, January 18th, with the following Wednesday, January 25th, as a snow date.  This is an opportunity for parents of 4 and 5 year olds to come in, go to Mass with our current Kindergartners, meet the Kindergarten teachers, tour the school, and see our Kindergarten students in action.  Invitations for this will go out around Christmas.  If you know of someone in your neighborhood who might not be a registered member of either of our parishes, but who will have a school-age child, feel free to tell them about this event.  All are welcome!


Please Note:  The new state law regarding the change in the age for which children are eligible to attend school goes into effect in 2012.  Children must turn 5 by July 31st, 2012, in order to attend school during the next school year.
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Catholic Schools Week will kick off on Sunday, January 29th.  Watch Virtual Backpack for more details of this action-packed week.
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Preparing for Thanksgiving in the Kindergarten takes on many forms. Special songs, prayers, and art projects all help in understanding and experiencing the special joy and fun of this holiday. With this in mind, all of us in the Kindergarten would like to acknowledge our October/November visitors who shared their time and talents with us…  

Thank you to our room volunteers for a great Halloween party; the Irvington Fire Dept. for coming out with their truck; Mrs. Schott and her children who gave us a wonderful Native American presentation; to our veterans who received our decorated paper stars; and to Pinky, the elephant, who reminded us to be safe and careful with chemicals and other things that may contain poisonous material.

The Kindergarten’s final lesson turned out to be one of giving thanks for one another as each Kindergarten classroom participated in their own special Thanksgiving feast!  Food, fun, and paper hats and collars/vests (for the boys) made the celebration even better!

WORMS IN FIRST GRADE!!! What do worms and Smencils (gourmet scented pencils) have in common?  They both help us to stay “green”.  Worms?  How do worms help us stay green?  The First Graders were given a lesson in staying green this week by a visitor from Kelly’s Carpet. She talked to the students about how important it is to recycle by bringing in her trash and talking about how long things take to decompose. The students were amazed!  She also talked about little ways we can save energy in our homes. She brought in her worms to show how she turns her garbage into compost to use in her garden. The students loved seeing them eat.  As a thank you, she gave each child a Smencil which is made from 100% recycled newspapers.

The Second Graders have been listening to folk music from different countries.   For one song they learned to sing a verse in Spanish and then learned the English version of it.  They also learned how to sing a song in Japanese while playing a common children’s game from Japan that is a lot like Rock, Paper, and Scissors!

October, being the Month of the Rosary, found the Third Grade coloring their own Rosary booklets and learning more about Our Lady of Fatima and Our Lady of Lourdes. To make the Rosary come alive, Fr. Reiser took the students outside to the Rosary Garden and led them in prayer as they walked along the stones and became a living Rosary.

Shiver me timbers! The Third Grade had the opportunity to go to the beautiful Rose Theater and see a production of “How I Became a Pirate” based on the book by Melinda Long. This fun, lively, musical adventure found us joining Jeremy Jacobs and the crew of Braid Beard’s pirate ship and living the imaginative high life at sea.  That is until Jeremy realizes and reminds us all that “there is no place like home.”

“Beans, beans, the magical fruit… grew in Third Grade with plenty of roots!”  To enhance our Science chapter on plants, Third Grade conducted several experiments. We planted lima bean seeds and grew some in the dark of a closet and some in the light of the day. Can you guess which ones grew the fastest?  We also watched the results of growing a whole seed compared to a half seed and even to just the seed embryo! We were surprised at the results of their growth rates. We saw how water moved up the stem of plants as we had celery stalks “drink up” colored water and stain their leaves red and blue. It was a little difficult not filling the celery stalks with peanut butter or cream cheese and having a little snack, but we all suffered for the sake of Science!

The Third Grade made Thanksgiving “turkey bowls” recently which were delivered to the residents of Immanuel Village.  They would like to thank all who sent in the candy that was used to fill these “bowls” to help make the residents’ Thanksgiving a little cheerier.
In 403, Math students are doing a SUPER job of multiplying 2-digit by 2-digit numbers!  It has taken some time to practice the steps with graph paper, but we are well on our way to mastering multiplication.  We practice our facts DAILY and they should be practiced at home also!  In Social Studies, we have been learning the geography, states, and capitals of the Southeast, Southwest, and Northeast United States.  We have met our classroom expectations of good behavior and continue to work hard every day.
 
In 4th Grade Religion class the students finished making their own rosaries with Mrs. Royal.  Father Roger came on November 10th and blessed them.  Mrs. Royal will come back in January or February and the students will make some rosaries for the missions.  The rosaries look great and very professional.

The Fourth Grade began getting ready for Advent by making Advent wreaths from flour and salt dough.  They took them home before Thanksgiving so they could use them on the First Sunday in Advent, Nov. 27th.

The Fourth Grade’s mariposa monarcas (Monarch butterflies) are on their way to the butterfly sanctuary in Mexico.   We are hoping to receive butterflies in the spring when the real ones return.  In the meantime, we have seen many small videos about life on the reserva there.

Rooms 402 and 802 shared time and stories in English class.  Together they created Halloween stories and continued to read them aloud long after Halloween was over.  The 8th Graders also shared their own personal narratives written in English class. 

Ms Olsen’s Eighth Graders and Mrs. Koch’s Reading group have been working on plays.  The plays are Spiderella (based on “Cinderella”), The Three Little Elephants (based on “The Three Little Pigs”), and Goldilocks and the Three Bullfrogs (based on “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”).  When the students are finished they will present them to some of the other 8th Grade classes.  We have found some very good actors and actresses.  Watch for their names up in lights in the future!

The Fifth Grade traveled to China recently! Through the presentation and photos taken by Mrs. Bottoms, the students were able to experience a “taste” of Chinese culture and cuisine. They were able to try seaweed and most of them did not enjoy the taste! When Mrs. Bottoms was done with her presentation, she gave each student a charm related to China. We thank you, Mrs. Bottoms, for a wonderful and interesting presentation!

In Science class, the Fifth Graders had some interesting visitors recently!  Some students from Creighton Medical School heard the students were learning about the body, so they came, armed with “educational tools” to show them about some of the major systems. The Fifth Graders really enjoyed being able to see what the inside of an actual cow’s eye looked like, as well as touching a sheep’s heart. They even got to see bones! The students learned a lot and had fun with this “hands-on” presentation!

Some extra, life-size "students" are hanging around the school during December.  These are caring beings that the Sixth Grade made that display actions, attitudes, and words that would make this the best possible place to be - a place where everyone feels included, cared for, and respected.  They want to spread their campaign around to other classrooms in the school.  Consequently, there are 18 caring beings around the school displayed with inspirational quotes that give us all a lot to think about.    

Seventh Grade Life Science classes are studying Plant and Animal Cells and are observing them under the microscope starting next week.  Last week we finished our Seed germination lab… germinating monocots and dicots in petri dishes.  The week prior to that, we dissected flowers to identify their male and female reproductive parts.

The Seventh Graders have worked on how to improvise rhythms and melodies within a song.  Each student had to improvise (make up on the spot) a melody within a section of a song using the xylophone.  Later on, each student played an improvised rhythm pattern using the lummi sticks. 

Eighth Grade Physical Science classes are currently studying the Periodic Table of Elements and the structure of atoms.  Last week we observed melting and thermal energy transfer in the lab.  

The 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grade classes have been reciting the “Padre Nuestro” individually and in Spanish.  For Fifth Grade, memorizing it is optional.  One of the Fifth Graders has already done so!

The Fall Book Fair has been a great success!!! Thanks to all who supported the fair.  Your support helps us buy new books for the library plus Accelerated Reader quizzes for the new books.




Peace on Earth 
and 
Good Will to All!
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