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SJS Going Strong
As you’ve no doubt heard, the Archdiocese is in somewhat of a turmoil right now as a result of the Meitler study involving mostly the parishes and schools east of 72nd St.  While nothing has been decided yet as to the final outcomes, the options that have been proposed have certainly proven controversial.  No one wants to see their school or their parish close.  We are territorial creatures and very possessive when it comes to our parishes.  The reason for the study in the first place is because of declining numbers and considerable financial difficulties some of the parishes are experiencing.  The Archdiocese has been financially supporting many of these schools for some time now.  

Some people have questioned where St. James/Seton stands in all of this.  While our numbers have declined somewhat in the last few years, we are still one of the larger schools in the city and we remain a very vibrant school that can compete with any others out there.  With your continued support, we will be around for many years to come.  We realize the economy has been a drain on all of you, and that most of you are sacrificing to send your children here just as many of your own parents did so that you yourselves could attend Catholic schools.  We appreciate that fact and will do everything in our power to see to it that the education your children are receiving is well worth your effort.
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   Communication Issues
Sycamore Education has been having issues with their communication system which are also affecting us.  We were one of the pilot schools for using the voice messaging that you experienced at the beginning of the school year.  However, to offer this Sycamore was working with a third party messaging company which proved to be unreliable.  Because there were too many glitches in the system, Sycamore removed this product from their system.  They are working on a better way of producing this component.

Why am I telling you this?  Because since they have taken down the voice messaging aspect, we have been experiencing problems with our batch emails. We are having more and more entities that are requesting that we blast a note out to all parents.  This batch email process has slowed down tremendously, and we have to ask that going forward you give us an extra day anytime you have something you need to go out to people.  If you want something to go out on a Friday, you must get it to us early on Thursday.  Right now it’s not just a matter of pressing a couple of buttons and being done with it.  Until Sycamore resolves the issue, someone has to continually monitor the progress of what is sent and continue to press the send button when the system gets bogged down.  We would greatly appreciate your help with this matter!
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Registration forms for the 2012-13 school year will be coming home on Friday, February 3rd.  If you have more than one child in school, only one registration fee ($225) is due at the time of registration, with the balance due by April 1st.   

If you have an in-coming Kindergartner for next year, you must fill out separate paperwork for that child.  You can come in to the office to pick up the forms or give us a call and we will send them home with one of your children.  It is not sufficient for you to simply add the child to one of the other registrations.
If you have a child who will turn five between August 1st and October 15th and you want your child to attend Kindergarten for the upcoming 2012-13 school year, you can fill out the registration forms for us now, but your child must be screened by the Omaha Public Schools to determine their readiness for school.  You can call Julie Hoogstrat at the Omaha Public Schools Curriculum Dept. at 402-557-2426 to discuss this.  There may be a charge for the testing.  Once it is completed, you would bring a copy of the results to us to discuss and we can proceed with the registration process.
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You may have read in the newspapers or heard on the news that on January 25th First Lady Michelle Obama and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced USDA’s new nutrition standards for school meals.  We at St. James/Seton School participate in the federal school lunch program and are required to follow guidelines in order to receive reimbursement for the meals served.  

 The details of how the new standards will be implemented in the school lunch program have not been finalized.  We at St. James/Seton School have been making gradual changes toward the emphasized goals of healthier options.  We are offering only fat-free and low-fat milk.  Most of our buns, rolls, and bread are whole grain.  Whole grain spaghetti and macaroni are served as well as brown rice.  During our program’s recent review by the State Nutrition Services Department, we were complimented on our offering of fresh fruits and vegetables.  You may have noticed that we have been introducing some new vegetables and fruits such as broccoli and mandarin oranges.  The responsibility of offering healthy meals, as well as meals the students will enjoy, is and will continue to be a goal of St. James/Seton School Food Services.  Watch for further updates and feel free to express your comments and questions to Mary Ann Walsh, our Food Services Director.  
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New Program Coming!
We are excited to be able to offer SJS students a new mentoring program.  The program has not previously been available to us due to funding, but has been implemented in the public schools for many years.  TeamMates is a mentoring program, developed by Tom and Nancy Osborne, that matches caring adults with youth in Grades 
3-8.  The program allows the adult and child to meet one hour a week during school hours to build a relationship that could last through high school graduation (though the agreement is for one year to begin).  Volunteers are trained and get a Safe Environment certificate/back ground screening.  
 
Students can be identified by parents, teachers, or support staff, or can nominate themselves.  The student fills out a questionnaire and is matched with someone with similar answers.  Mentors are not counselors or detention officers, so we are not looking to nominate students who will overwhelm the mentor.  You may know a student who just needs a little more attention or guidance to succeed.  Many businesses allow their people to participate on company time as a means of community service.  If you would be interested in becoming a mentor, or know someone who would be good in this role, contact Marlena Laney, our Guidance Counselor, at 402-572-8202. 
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The SJS Cell Phone/Pager & Other Electronic Devices Policy states that these items are not permitted to be in the possession of a student or turned on while on school grounds during the time when school is in session.  This is to include laptop computers, ipods, e readers, and personal electronic devices of any kind.  They are simply not needed in our setting during the school day.  We have enough technology for the students to use when necessary.  Bringing in these devices from outside creates a distraction and compromises our security and that of your children.  All of our Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade students have Google accounts, and when doing an assignment for a class, they should use these accounts rather than putting things on disc or a laptop and bringing it to school.  Please remind your children of this.
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Congratulations to all of the participants in this year’s annual Geography Bee.  They were Mike Wilmes, Sam Clites, Josh Pokorny, Nick Royal, Laura Schmidt, Ryan Muckey, Matt Hilton, Bobby Bogar, Samantha Rosa, Grace Wagner, Seth Knight, Eric Nay, Noah Stickrod, Dan Buser, Evan Lounsberry, and Dan Bowers.  Special congratulations go to Dan Buser and Evan Lounsberry for reaching the finals.  This was the first time both finalists were two Sixth Graders!  Dan edged out Evan in sudden death in an exciting conclusion to the GEO Bee.  Also, thank you to Mrs. Monti for doing a wonderful job leading the bee.
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The SJS Spelling Bee involved students from Grades 5-8 and took place during Catholic Schools Week.  Those who advanced from their grade level bees included Mike Wilmes, Maizie Jensen, Emily Morrison, Tim Urbanski, Joe Ditoro, Ellison Troshynski, Max Sprakel, Hannah Troshynski, Sarah Troshynski, Bobby Bogar, Antonia Galante, and Dave Mordeson.  Special congratulations go to Tim Urbanski and Joe Ditoro who finished first and second respectively when the contest was called due to time.  Both boys will advance to the Archdiocesan Spelling Bee to be held at St. Stephen the Martyr School on Saturday, February 11th.
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Please note the following dates:
· Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for the afternoon and evening of Monday, February 13th.  If you are having a conference, you should have received your scheduled time by now.  If you have not, please contact your child’s teacher.  
· Tuesday, February 14th, and Wednesday, February 15th, are free days for the students.
· The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the school library on February 6th-10th.  On M/T/Th/F the hours will be 7:40am-6:30pm and on Wed. the hours will be 7:40am-5:00pm.  If you can’t make it to the fair, feel free to shop online at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/
· The Second Annual SJS Walk-a-thon is scheduled for Friday, May 4th, with Friday, May 11th, as a rain date.
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· Second Grader Emily Lamoureux took First Place in the Catholic Voice “Colors of Christmas” art contest in the Kdgn thru Grade 2 Division.  Her picture of an angel and shepherds with their sheep appeared in the December 16th edition of the Catholic Voice.  Hers was one of 943 entries in the different age divisions!
· Congratulations to all of our Second Graders who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in December.  Please keep them in your prayers as they continue to prepare for their First Communion in April.
· While First Grader Ellie Glenn and Eighth Grader Samantha Rosa had their artwork chosen for the front and back covers of this year’s SJS phone directory, we also had many students’ artwork chosen for the St. James Catholic Church Stewardship 2012 Calendar.  Those students included:   Seventh Grader Megan Soltys, Sixth Graders Katherine Wurtz and Kayla Coughlin, Fifth Graders Megan Little and Kailee Yabut, Fourth Graders Layla Copas and Sean Finn, Third Grader Ella Matthies, and Second Graders Faith Morrison, Jennifer Perry, and Rachel Phillips.  Each of their pictures featured a religious theme.
· Fourth Grader Ellie Hall was in the Ballet Nebraska Nutcracker.  The production was held in late November at Iowa Western Community College.  She played the part of a baby mouse.  What talented students we have!!!
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· A good turnout at our recent Kindergarten Sneak Peek.  Of the 30 families represented, 27 have students for next year.  But only 14 have registered so far.  Help us spread the word that good things are happening at SJS and we are open to new registrations!
· The new carpeting in the Jr High Wing.  We have a fresh new look thanks to all those who participated in the Fall Fundraiser.
· Those who participated in the SOAR Dinner Raffles that brought in revenue to help our Third Source of Income.  Winners include:
· SEA Christmas Seating – Chris & Cindy Retallick
· SJ Christmas Seating – Dave & Gina Volenec
· Dinner w/ Fr. Frank – Jim & Patty Buser
· Dinner w/Fr. Richard – Jon & Patricia Daly
· Weekend in the Dells – Tim & Marilou Lonergan
· SJ Fish Fry Special Seating – John Corrigan
· Rock Star Parking – Joanne Blaylock
· Front Row Seating for Graduation (SEA) – Brett & Marsha Matthies  &  John & Trish Kuehl
· Naming the SJS Strip – Greg & Ann Little
· Teacher Rock Star Parking – Jennifer Hasiak & Jennifer Kennedy
· Those who helped with the Home & School Cookie Project in December.  Whether you helped bake the cookies, assemble the cookie trays, or went door to door to deliver them, you helped make the project a very successful one.  We received some very positive feedback from our neighbors.  What a wonderful Christmas project!
· Those who contributed socks to our “Rock the Sock Drive” before Christmas.  The socks were filled with goodies and donated to the Siena Francis House, Nebraska’s largest homeless shelter.
· All those free will offerings on our dress down day in December that allowed us to help two of our parish families that are experiencing hard times!
· Those who contributed to our Fifth Grade blanket project.  That allowed us to make 144 fleece blankets that were donated to places like Children’s Hospital, the Salvation Army, Boystown, homeless children, and to children whose parents are deployed in the military.
· Those who have been participating in this week’s Catholic Schools Week service projects—the Read & Feed book collection and the warm hat collection that will go to worthy causes.  Donations are still coming in!
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Our Kindergarten classes attended their second Mass on December 8th along with the older SJS students.  The boys and girls have learned some prayers, songs, and Mass parts all during the first semester so that attending Mass becomes a meaningful and respectful experience for them.

The Kindergarten especially thanks our liturgist, Janet Drvol, for helping them learn all those “kid friendly” songs to sing during Mass and for helping them through major parts of the Mass itself (Preparation, Gospel, etc.).  The Kindergarten is now attending Mass every Wednesday and look forward to participating in the liturgy as fully as possible with their 1st and 2nd Grade friends.

The 1st Graders have been busy making snowmen.  The students made these wonderful snowmen out of fabric bolts donated from various fabric stores.

The Second Graders heard about the story of Clara and the Nutcracker Prince.  They listened to music from the Nutcracker Suite and each student colored in a picture of a nutcracker, which was then displayed in the Music Room.

To send Thanksgiving blessings and prayers out into the community, the 3rd Grade made little paper turkey and Thanksgiving themed bowls. The parents generously donated candy and treats that were used to fill the bowls and they were delivered to the residents of Immanuel Village. The students wanted them to know that they were in our thoughts and prayers.

December found the 3rd Graders dressed as Mary, Joseph, angels, the Three Kings, shepherds, and sheep as they performed the Christmas musical, “The Drowsy Shepherd”.  It was a story about a little shepherd who falls asleep each night while on the job.  One night he has a dream about the Messiah’s coming and the rest of the story is about how he gets to see his dream come true and be a part of the first Nativity!

The Fourth Graders have begun playing the recorder.  So far each student has learned to play five notes and can play a variety of songs, including Jingle Bells!  They will be playing their recorders for the Fourth Grade “Informance” during Catholic Schools Week.

On Friday, Dec. 2, a representative from the Tandy Leather Company talked to the 4th Grade about various kinds of leathers and furs and passed some around for the students to touch.  Then students were given a piece of rawhide which they each tooled into a bookmark.

The Fourth Grade wrapped up the Science unit on the human body in December with a visit from Mrs. Kimberly Mausbach.  Mrs. Mausbach spoke to the classes about kidney health and transplants with role playing and testing for compatible donors.  The Fourth Grade really enjoyed the talk.   Thanks, Mrs. Mausbach, from the bottom of our kidneys!

November and December were busy months for Room 403!   In Math, the students mastered multiplying two-digit by two-digit numbers, and now they are working on long division.  For Advent, the students created their own Advent wreaths from dough and then placed birthday candles in them to represent the candles.  They painted them green and took them home to use with their families.

The 4th Grade studied the Posada Tradition in Latin America.  They practiced the traditional Posada Song and then enjoyed a “Mini Posada” with churros y chocolate and Christmas songs after.

Fourth Grade Social Studies classes are continuing to learn about Nebraska.  As part of this unit, the students will be writing Heritage Reports with their parents about their family’s ancestors.  It will be very interesting to learn what the students’ parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents did when they were their age and how life was so very different.  This will be a great opportunity to spend more time with parents and relatives discussing and reminiscing about old times and past events!

The Fourth Grade is studying simple machines.  They got to use and try out a lever, a pulley, a wedge, an inclined plane, a screw, a wheel and axle, and compound machines in Science class.  Who said, “If I had a big enough lever, I could move the world”?

Winter is finally upon us, and to celebrate, Mrs. Koch's 4th Grade wrote snow stories with their 8th Grade partners.  It made trying to keep warm seem fun.  

 Mrs. Koch's Reading group and their 8th Grade book buddies have been working on getting their AR points.  They take turns reading a story and asking each other comprehension questions.  

The 5th Grade has been practicing   “Padre Nuestro” / Our Father in Spanish.   Four students memorized and recited it and then were awarded a delicious lunch from Taco Bell.  Those four people were Liza Sprakel, Emily Stratman, Renee Weidler, and Naomi Bybee.

The Fifth Grade has been learning a lot about how to keep themselves healthy this year! The students just finished learning about all of the amazing and complex systems our bodies have, from the central nervous system to the circulatory system. In their next unit they will learn about germs and how they can make us sick. They will also learn how drugs and alcohol affect their bodies and why it is so important to stay away from them.

 In Social Studies, the Fifth Graders are taking a trip around the U.S by building state floats. The students picked a state and researched information about it, such as state landmarks, history, population and major economic resources. They are currently working on building a model of their selected state and will have their floats on display during Catholic Schools Week.

 In Writing class, the Fifth Grade students have asked their relatives to dust off their favorite Christmas Dinner recipes and have written menus of their favorite holiday dishes.  They had a lot of fun brainstorming different dishes, and it is safe to say that everyone left the discussion hungry!

Democracy came from Ancient Greece.  The custom of bringing an evergreen tree indoors for Christmas came from Germany.  These and other interesting tidbits will be studied by the Sixth Grade in the next two months as they cross the Atlantic Ocean to study the countries of Europe. The students will be learning about the history, geography, and culture of the countries. Please feel free to share any stories about your ancestors with your children so that they can be brought to school to be shared with their classmates.

The 8th Grade met with their 2nd Grade partners and helped them make “Ojos de Dios”.  When that was finished, they colored some papers, made bookmarks, and sang some Christmas songs they both knew in Spanish.  During the second hour group, Peter Fucinaro played the songs on the guitar and Matt Coghill led the singing.


The “Caring Beings”
Eighteen new students appeared on the walls.
In the gym, the office, and all through the halls.
They brought positive messages on how to treat one another.
With love, smiles, and kindness as if you were their brother.
The “Caring Beings” were a gift from the Sixth Grade to all of the school.
And we secretly heard a First Grader say she thought they were cool.
Our hope was that we remember CARING words we might say.
Can be just what a person needs to hear that day.


image3.jpeg
et ﬁ
Y 1




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
B




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
‘ya(s
/“°‘\(




