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OAEF Grant Awarded
We are pleased to inform you that a grant of $200 has been awarded to St. James/Seton School from the Omaha Archdiocesan Educational Foundation.  This will be used to help fund the Rainbows for all God’s Children program conducted by Mrs. Laney, our school counselor.  Rainbows  is a peer support group for children who have suffered a significant loss in their lives, whether by death, divorce, or any other painful transition.  
		 THE NUMBERS ARE IN!!!!!!
The fall fundraiser has come to a close and your sales efforts are to be applauded. St James/Seton families sold $50,332 worth of fundraiser items with a profit of $21,773 coming back to our school. We had 31 families elect to donate cash totaling $2745 at 100% profit which brings the grand total profit for this fall to $24,518.

Total number of items sold: 3776 (107 of those online).
Top four selling classrooms: K1, K2, K3, 101, 203, 303, 501, 503. Each received a classroom party of pretzels, oreo cookies and beverages.  22 students earned the 4 passes to Coco Key Water Resort by selling 40 or more items.

Thank you to Mary Horrum from Walgreens, The Omaha Community Playhouse, Vala’s Pumpkin Patch, and Papio Fun Park for donating candy, prizes and tickets used for our mystery ducks.

Thank you also to those who helped with the coupon prize distribution. A huge thank you to our Red Apple consultant, John Crose, for donating all supplies, candy bags, rubber ducks, coupon prizes, classroom party items and Coco Key passes. 

Thank you again for all your efforts,
Becki Swanson and Sarah Pritza				

										
Strengthening Our Academic Resources
The SOAR dinner is almost upon us.  If you haven’t sent in your reservations yet, please do so now.  This event is planned for November 11th.  Funds raised at the dinner are used for operating expenses at SJS, helping to keep tuition affordable for all who wish to attend.  Many people are working hard to make this dinner a success.  Please plan to join us!



Coat Drive A Success!
The 4th Graders would like to thank all of the SJS families for their donations to the Warm Coats-Warm Hearts coat drive!  We collected nearly 200 coats for the needy this year.  This year some of the donated items included snow pants, boots, and several beautiful hand-knit hats and scarves.  The smaller coats will be shared with Janelle Glidden's (a former SJS student) Educare students and the rest will be shared at the St Vincent DePaul Society annual coat give-away.  Each coat was tagged with a prayer of "warmth, comfort, peace, and love" to the recipient.  May the blessings we have shared be felt throughout the year!!! Thank you!


				Beginning Band Olympics                 
Sixty-three beginning band students and their parents from across the city participated in the 16th Annual Music in Catholic Schools Beginning Band Olympics on October 18th.  Students did their best in competitive activities among others in their own section of the band that showed off newly learned instrumental skills to their parents.  Parents also got to try some of those skills, getting a taste (literally) of playing their child’s instrument.  Everyone participating was a winner, but those who scored highest in each section received medals or small trophies for their outstanding efforts.  SJS Fifth Grader Emily Stratman, who plays the clarinet, won the Silver prize, and Naomi Bybee, who plays percussion, won the Gold prize in their respective divisions.  Eighth Graders Jackson Brown and Peter Fucinaro helped with the Olympics.

									
										

A Wonderful Tribute
The Dress-Down Day on Friday, October 7th, that our Student Senate sponsored in honor of Professor Miller, was a great success.  On Wednesday, October 26th, Student Senate members Jackson Brown, Grace Wagner, and Cecilia Cohen presented a check for $950 to Mrs. Deb Lund, the Administrator of Music in Catholic Schools, in order to create a scholarship fund in Professor Miller’s name.  Mrs. Lund told us of how Prof. Miller grew up in Arkansas in a very poor family and his very first instrument was an old beat-up one that he carried back and forth to school in a paper bag.  He came a long way from those humble beginnings!  The money donated will be used to help provide funds for less fortunate students wanting to participate in band.  Thank you for your generosity in helping make this possible!




SJS Walking Program
The SJS recess walking program is up and...walking!!! 3rd-6th Graders are invited to walk their way to good health during any of their recess times. They are learning the benefits of a good, brisk walk during PE class with Mrs. Lenz, and are encouraged to practice this at recess. If they walk the entire recess time, they earn a coupon and a chance to shop at the morning market. Happy walking everyone!!!

A Plea From Our Neighbors
One of our neighbors on Tomahawk Blvd. is not receiving her mail because parents picking up their children after school often park near her curbside mailbox.  When the approach to the mailbox is blocked, Postal Employees are not obligated to deliver the mail.  Cars need to remain 30 feet away from the mailbox on either side of it to allow the delivery person to drive up and deliver the mail without exiting the vehicle. 

Another one of our neighbors on Tomahawk is unable to access his driveway at dismissal time because parents are trying to squeeze into tight spaces and are partially blocking his driveway.  Let's show what good neighbors we can be and help these people out.  Thank You!



                                     Vocations Rally               
The Sixth Graders from St. James/Seton School joined more than 1,000 6th Grade students from Catholic middle schools in the Metropolitan area for Vocation Awareness Day on Friday, Oct. 23. It was held at Skutt High School and co-sponsored by the Omaha Archdiocesan Association of Consecrated Life and the Archdiocesan Vocation Office. The day was a celebration and an attempt to grow awareness of vocations to the priesthood and religious life. A highlight of the day was the opportunity for students to meet and celebrate Mass with Archbishop George J. Lucas. In preparation for the day, students worked at school to learn basic terms and concepts about life as a priest or sister. Scores from a “test” administered in the classroom were submitted to the Vocations committee and those who did “very well” were awarded a prize in the closing ceremony of the day. Those from our school who received an award were: Megan Peklo, Cassidy Jorgensen, Emily Nastase, Hannah Troshynski, Jackson Bartak, Lucas Rief, Joe Kimminau, Grant VanRobays, Noah Wasserburger, Tori Nelson, Ryan Eastman, Mackenzie Moffitt, Abby Petty, Maggie Smith, Donna Yang, Grace Finn, Kylie Champion, Kyle Hruby, Nick Smith, Nick Soltys, Sean Philbin, Will Haley, Casey Keating, Katherine Wurtz, David Schumacher, Tom Alitz, Evan Lounsberry, Kelsey Lytle, and Mitch Goetz.


			Reminder
Due to a conflict in dates, the Scholastic Book Fair will be held during the week of November 14-18 this year.  The hours on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday of that week will be 8:00-6:00, on Wednesday  the hours will be 8:00-5:00, and on Friday they will be 8:00-8:00.  See you there!


            	  Wow!	[image: ]				
Eighth Grader Cami Schott was named Miss Jr. Ponca Princess for 2012, picked by the head drum group at the annual Powwow in Niobrara, NE.  The Powwow took place from August 12-14.  But the honor for Cami was far from over.  On October 6th, Cami and her family, including fellow Powwow dancer and sister, Maci Schott, headed to Washington, D.C.  Cami described the Washington, D.C. trip as, “A once in a lifetime event.” 

With the Native American name of “Bright Eyes”, Cami is a Jingle dancer.  Her sister Maci, known as “Spilling Moon,” is a fancy shawl dancer, her brother, “Little Chief,” is a grass dancer, while her mother, “Dancing Moon,” dances traditional. Cami summed up her whole experience as “exhilarating,” and said, “I am so proud to be Native American!” 
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With Gratitude
As the holidays are approaching, we’d like to take a moment to express our gratitude to all of the families that show their support for us day in and day out.  We couldn’t do it without you!  May your holidays be holy and happy.




             Severe Weather Closing
In the event of inclement weather, presume there will be school unless otherwise notified by radio or television. Please listen to KFAB for closing or early dismissal information. Do not call the school or rectory. 

For any announcements concerning the cancellation of school before the school day begins, St. James/Seton will be included with the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools as well as the Omaha Public Schools.  This announcement is made on radio station KFAB 1110AM. To be clear, that means that if either the Archdiocese Catholic School Office or Omaha Public Schools calls school off, we will not be in session.

If severe weather, or the threat of severe weather, occurs while school is in session, we will be included in the Omaha Catholic Schools announcement, or in some rare cases we may contact the media ourselves and be listed as St. James/Seton. Radio station KFAB will again be contacted and notified that we are dismissing early.

In the event of school cancellation for either of the two situations listed above, all school and athletic activities scheduled to occur at the school on those days will be cancelled or postponed. That includes all school functions, meetings, etc., as well as athletic contests and practices.  As a reminder to those involved in athletics, if a contest is scheduled for Saturday and there is inclement weather, please listen to KFAB for the status of those contests. They will be listed under the PAL League.


				             BRRRR!!! 				
While the snow is not flying yet, the temperatures are falling and sometimes the children forget to dress accordingly.  Except in extreme temperatures, the children will go out to recess on a daily basis.  Please be sure they come with the necessary hats, gloves, and leg coverings to keep  warm.


			Fix-It Tickets
Sometimes students need reminders to correct dress code issues.  Such issues might include letting out the hem on a skirt because a child has grown taller, fixing a hem that has come undone, patching a sweatshirt or a pair of pants, or getting a haircut that has grown long and no longer meets the dress code guidelines.  It does not include failure to wear belts or socks that are standard everyday expectations.  To help with these reminders, the staff has created what are called Fix-It Tickets that will be sent to the parents online.  This way we won’t have to worry about the reminder getting buried and forgotten in a backpack.  We ask that you send an acknowledgement that you have received the ticket.  Should you receive one of these tickets, we ask that the issue be corrected within a week’s time—unless there are extenuating circumstances of which we would need to be informed. If the issue is not corrected, the child will receive a Dress Code Violation.  Once a child receives 3 Dress Code Violations, he/she earns a detention.  
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Last month, the Kindergarten students sampled a variety of apples.  This month, it was roasted pumpkin seeds!  The boys and girls learned about how pumpkins grow and the different parts of a pumpkin.  It was fun to compare the pumpkins to apples!   Of course, pumpkins turn into Jack-o-lanterns….which means that Halloween is right around the corner!

The Kindergarten classes went on their first field trip to Wenninghoff farm.  There they rode a hay rack wagon, went through the corn fields, played on some of the farm equipment, and jumped in the hay bales!  Each one came back with a pumpkin to take home as a reminder of a great day!  It was awesome!!

The Kindergarteners are learning to recognize and create simple rhythm patterns.  They even become living rhythm patterns themselves that the other students have to figure out!
The First Graders have been working on the concept of keeping a steady beat by playing along with music on the barred instruments (the xylophone and the metallophone).  They are given certain notes to play and then they have to play them in a steady manner throughout the song.

Beads, Beads, Beads are Everywhere!  What is going on with all the beads? Well, the First Graders made rosaries out of all the beads. They incorporated lots of skills in making their rosaries. They used their counting skills to separate their colors into groups of ten. They also needed to use their listening skills to learn how to put those groups on the string and what color to use to separate them. They used their fine motor skills for putting their beads on the string and finally they used their skill of helping others to finish the project. They finished the project by having their rosaries blessed by Deacon Rich Hopkins and saying a decade of the rosary in honor of Mary. 

The Omaha Police Department came out twice for the 1st Graders.  Officer Elkins came and talked about stranger danger and Officer Sungy came and brought out his horse, Traveler, and taught us about what the Omaha Police horse patrol does. 

Along with practicing the rosary this month, the 1st Graders made a larger version of one.  It is hanging in the hallway by their classrooms.  Each bead has a picture of a student on it!
  
In honor of Constitution Day, September 17th, the 3rd Graders learned more about the Constitution and citizenship through several different activities and art projects. They really enjoyed making and wearing Uncle Sam hats and singing patriotic songs.

The 3rd Graders planted flower and vegetable seeds to show how the “seeds” of our vocations have been planted in us as good soil.  With the light of God’s love, the water of baptism, and the constant care and love of family and friends, vocation sprouts within, just as the plant seeds also sprouted.   As the students cared for their plants and watched them grow, they related how they, too, are growing and preparing to live their vocation and bear the fruit of God’s plan for each of us. 

To enhance their Social Studies chapter on natural resources, the Third Graders enjoyed an Environmental Responsibility presentation given by Ms. Kumari Durick. She talked about the 3 R’s … not  “Reading, Writing, and ‘Rithmetic” , but  ways to “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle”.  She bought her own personal compost bin and let the students touch her “working worms”.  She inspired the students to be more environmentally responsible as they learned how long it takes for different items and materials to decompose in our landfills, some things such as Styrofoam and plastic water bottles have an unknown time limit. Then she gifted each student with a “smencil”, which is a “gourmet scented pencil made from 100% recycled newspapers”.

Fourth Grade is studying bones and muscles.  Do you know how many bones are in your body?  Can you tell your humerus from your femur? Do you know which muscles work by themselves?  Ask a Fourth Grade student to find the answers to these questions!

Ms. Olsen’s 8th Grade English class and Mrs. Koch’s 4th Grade English class have been working on Halloween stories.  The students are to include many different adjectives and nouns to make their stories scary and interesting.
Some of Ms Olsen’s 8th Grade students have been working with Mrs. Koch’s Reading class.  The Book Buddies share stories and books every Wednesday morning.  They are going to start working on some plays.
The Fourth Grade Religion classes have been making their own rosaries with Mrs. Jane Royal.  The first week she showed them how to tie the knots for their rosary.  Now they are learning how to string the beads, separating the decades and other beads with knots.  It has been a real learning experience. 

The Fifth Grade has been busy this first quarter!  In Social Studies, the students are beginning to research a state in the U.S.  They will write a report about it and build a float that shows special things about that state.

In Science, the Fifth Grade students continue their study of nutrition with the help of their furry rat buddies! They are also doing a great job of taking care of them. Now only one question remains:  Who will be the lucky owner of Mario and Luigi when the project is over?

It is the time of year when the temperature starts to fall.  Most of us like to snuggle up with a warm blanket, but there are those who are not fortunate enough to have this basic necessity.  That is where the Fifth Grade comes in.  The students have begun talking about their annual “Blanket Project” with a note that will be going home to parents soon. 

Push-ups and Curl-ups and PACER tests… oh my!  SJS 5th-8th Grade students recently completed fall fitness testing.  The 3 health-related components that are assessed, cardio respiratory endurance, flexibility, and muscle endurance/strength, are also featured in the students’ agendas.  So, check out all the great information about wellness and give our students a big cheer for maintaining a fit lifestyle. Hoorah!!!

At the end of the first quarter, the top five students at SJ/S with the most number of Accelerated Reader points had earned over 1,200 points among them!!  Those top five students with the most AR points are Molly Sambol (Rm. 701), Fernando Ferrer (Rm. 301), Lucas Rief (Rm. 602), Ryan Moffitt (Rm. 801), and Jackson Smith (Rm. 702)……. For a complete listing of the TOP AR Readers in Grades 2 – 8, go to the Library Homepage on Sycamore and READ the Story!!!

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln has already won its first Big Ten team title.  It came in speech and debate!  And one of our former graduates was on the team.  Nick Herink, now a senior at UNL, won championships in prose interpretation and dramatic interpretation.  Nick first joined a speech team while in 7th Grade at SJS.  Look at where it has taken him!
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