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I feel honored to be able to assume the job of principal upon Mr. Crum’s departure.  While I have been here for many years, I have worked closely with eight different principals during that time and learned something from each one of them.  However, I’m still learning new things every day.  

The beginning of our mission statement says, “St. James/Seton School is committed to providing a safe and nurturing learning environment in which our students can receive a quality, faith-filled Catholic education.”  I fully intend to live by that statement. With our very supportive staff, I plan to continue the many fine programs that are already in place while looking to the future. 
										Mrs. Chris Arnold

Update on LB800--State Law on School Attendance
According to Nebraska law, the number of absences for any student shall not exceed five (5) days per quarter or the hourly equivalent. The number of absences shall not exceed twenty (20) days cumulative per year or the hourly equivalent.

The following protocol is in place for the 2011-12 school year regarding school attendance:
1. Any child who is absent for more than two (2) days (or the hourly equivalent) during a calendar month shall be included in the Excessive Absenteeism Monthly Collection reported to the Nebraska Department of Education. This includes all excused as well as unexcused absences, all tardies, and time used during the school day for appointments whether arriving late, leaving early, or leaving during the school day and then returning to school.

*NOTE: When a child is absent, it is necessary that the school be informed of the reason for the absence, tardy, or appointment. That information must be reported to the Nebraska Department of Education and the County Attorney (when applicable). 

2. When a student accumulates fifteen (15) absences (or the hourly equivalent) during the year, the School Attendance Officer shall send a letter to the parent/guardian notifying them that should their child exceed twenty (20) absences, the County Attorney will be notified. 

3. Depending on the nature of the absences, interventions may be taken by the school that might include, but are not limited to, the following: meetings with the parent/guardian, educational counseling, educational evaluations, student assistance team meetings, and/or investigation of the truancy problem. 

4. If a child exceeds twenty (20) absences (or the hourly equivalent) during the school year, the County Attorney will be notified of the child’s absences, tardies, suspensions, and days truant. The County Attorney may file a complaint against a person violating the compulsory attendance law before the judge of the county court in which the person resides charging such person with violation of the law. 

A student who exceeds twenty (20) excused and/or unexcused absences during the school year may not be eligible for promotion to the next grade level at the discretion of the St. James/Seton School Administration. A written notice will be sent to parents/guardians of students in danger of not being promoted due to excessive absences.

Unlike last year, the County Attorney no longer wants to be informed of students with 10 absences.



                                         May He Rest In Peace                     [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTo9QMTLZOGQjH62_G-DcfIc0cdWs0ssEfZ9poIre3jF0PNWLMtz1I8jg]
We were saddened to receive the news that Professor Charles Miller, our former Music in Catholic Schools band instructor, passed away on September 17th.  Prof. Miller had been at SJS for many years before retiring at the end of last school year.  He was inspirational to all who worked with him and he produced many fine musicians at SJS and other schools throughout the city.  His patient manner and love for music set a wonderful example for those who studied under him.

The SJS Student Senate has proposed a “dollar dress-down day” in his honor.  This day is to show how much Prof. Miller meant to us.  He touched all of our lives.  He not only conducted twice yearly concerts for the entire school, but also brought in some of his fellow musicians to do a special concert for us last year.  The Student Senate would like to donate the money collected to Music in Catholic Schools in Prof. Miller’s name to help less fortunate children interested in band pay for tuition and instrument rental.  This dress-down day will take place on Friday, October 7th.
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Rainbows Grief Group For All Ages
Rainbows is a peer support group for children who have suffered a significant loss in their lives, whether by death, by divorce, or any other painful transition.  Rainbows for all God's Children will start in October.  The group will meet during your child's lunch period.  We will eat lunch together.  If you would like your child to be in Rainbows, please go to Virtual Backpack to find the Rainbows Form.  A form will download that you can print out.  Please fill out the registration form and return it to the school office.  If you have any questions, please contact Marlena Laney, School Counselor, at school.


Asbestos Management Plan
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), passed in 1987, requires all public and private schools to inventory and inspect all buildings for asbestos containing materials. This inspection was completed at St. James/Seton in 1988, and updated in 1991, 1994, 2000, 2003, 2006, and the summer of 2009. All asbestos areas will continue to be inspected on a regular basis and procedures implemented to assure no health hazards are present.
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Give Me Five is a new focusing technique that Mr. Crum and his wife, Pat, presented to the staff during in-service week.  This is part of a program called Time to Teach, which we will learn more about as the year goes on.  Try these at home—they just might work for you too!
1. eyes on the speaker 
2. voices off 
3. body still 
4. hand quiet 
5. ears listening  

[image: Hy-Vee]  is once again sponsoring the Cash For Students program.  The program runs from Thursday, September 1st, thru Saturday, December 31st.  
Hy-Vee will donate $1.00 for every $200.00 spent.  There will be collection boxes at both parishes or you can forward receipts to the school.  Thanks for helping our school to excel! 
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SOAR: Strengthening Our Academic Resources
SOAR is an annual fundraiser dinner for St. James/Seton School.  It will take place on 11/11/11.  Invitations will be coming out soon.  Watch for more information on this fun night that will focus on the “Teachers:  Our Greatest Academic Resource” and benefit the children of SJS!
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WARM COATS - WARM HEARTS COAT DRIVE - OCTOBER 3rd-7th 
The 4th Grade is once again sponsoring a winter coat drive.  Coats will be donated to the homeless and needy.  Please bring clean winter coats, boots, hats and gloves to school during the week of October 3rd -7th.  Thank you for your generosity!!!      
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If you know of any companies who may be going out of business, or changing their logos, and have paper (clean on one side) and envelopes that they no longer need, please keep us in mind.  We can always use those kinds of donations.


New Feature at Jr. High Parent/Teacher Conferences
This year’s Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place during the last week of October. On Tuesday, Oct. 25th, conferences will be held from 4:00-6:30 PM, and on Thursday, Oct. 27th, conferences will run from 2:00-4:00 and 6:00-8:00 PM.  Grades K-6 will receive their assigned conference times prior to that week.  Jr. High Conferences will be held in the gym.  A new feature this year is that we are asking the Jr. High students to be present with their parent/s for the conferences.  More can be accomplished when all are on the same page!
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Music in Catholic Schools held auditions for All City Honor Band.  Congratulations to the following SJS students for being chosen for the 2011-2012 MCS Honor Band:  Jackson Brown-1st chair clarinet, Pete Fucinaro-1st chair saxophone, Matt Coghill-trombone, Matt Nownes-tenor sax, and Zach Valgora-baritone.  We are very proud of all of you!


	KVNO Classical Kid
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Each month Classical Station KVNO (90.7 FM) honors an outstanding youth musician.  For October, that honor goes to our very own Pete Fucinaro (8th Grade).  Pete plays the alto saxophone, violin, and electric and acoustical guitars.  He has played at the Holland Performing Arts Center with the Omaha Area Youth Conservatory Orchestra, as well as solos in a jazz concert.  Not only will Pete receive on-air recognition through the month of October, he was honored at a ceremony on Tuesday, Sept.27th, here at school by Anne Hellbusch, marketing director for KVNO. 
Congratulations, Pete!
Bottom of Form

	




	

	

	
	


ARCHDIOCESE OF OMAHA
Safe Environments
         “Respecting All God’s People”

Dear Parent,

The Archdiocese of Omaha, out of concern for all God’s people and in response to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, has developed a program for the safe environment education of children and young people supported and mandated by Archbishop Curtiss.

	Diocese/eparchies will establish ‘safe environment’ programs.  They will cooperate with parents, civil authorities, educators, and community organizations to provide education and training for children, youth, parents, ministers, educators, and others about ways to make and maintain a safe environment for children.

	Diocese/eparchies will make clear to clergy and members of the community the standards of conduct for clergy and other persons in positions of trust with regard to sexual abuse.

	Article 12-Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.

This program is called Circle of Grace.  It is meant to supplement and be integrated into the excellent programs and curricula for the formation of children and young people within the Archdiocese of Omaha.  Circle of Grace aims to equip our children and young people by arming them with essential knowledge and skills grounded in the richness of our faith.  This program helps children and young people to understand their own (and other’s) dignity in mind, body, and spirit.

What is Circle of Grace?
The Catholic Church teaches that God has created each of us as unique and special.  Genesis 1:27 tells us that we are created “male and female in God’s image” and that God saw this as “very good.”  In that goodness, we are meant to respect ourselves and everyone else as persons created and loved by God.

Adults assist children and young people to recognize God’s love by helping them to understand that each of us lives and moves in a circle of grace.  You can imagine your own circle of grace by putting your arms above your head then circle down in front of your body including side to side.  This circle, front to back, holds who you are in your body and through your senses.  It holds your very essence in mind, heart, soul, and sexuality.

Why is it important to help our children understand the Circle of Grace?
God intends our relationships in life to be experiences of divine love.  Respectful, nurturing, loving relationships increase our understanding of our own value and help us to love others.  It is never too early to help children and young people understand how very special they are and how relationships in life are called to be sacred.  Understanding this can help them to protect the special person they are and to be respectful of others.

Adults, especially parents, as they strive to provide a safe and protective environment, hold the responsibility to help children and young people understand and respect their own dignity and that of others.  A truly safe and protective environment is one where children and young people recognize when they are safe or unsafe and know how to bring their concerns, fears, and uncertainties to the trusted adults in their lives.

How is the Circle of Grace Program different from other protection programs?
According to research, one in four girls and one in seven boys will be sexually abused by age eighteen2.  Many protection programs focus on “stranger danger”; however, ninety percent (90%) of the time the perpetrator of abuse is known to the child or young person such as a relative or family friend.  Circle of Grace goes beyond just protection by helping children and young people understand the sacredness of who they are and how to seek help through their relationships with trusted adults.

Please feel free to contact your school or parish office if you have questions or want more information.
													
2www.usccb.org or http://nccanch.acfhhs.gov
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The Kindergartners have been learning to access mouse usage games on our school website.

Einstein, the SJS Eagle mascot, came to visit all the Kindergartners in August and welcomed them to their new school!  The boys and girls were invited to get their picture taken with him and then were able to take a copy home.  Einstein got a lot of hugs that day from the youngest of the SJS eagles!

If you were to ask a Kindergartner what nature’s toothbrush was, they would say that it’s an apple!  The boys and girls are going to be starting a very tasty Science unit that is all about apples.  They will be learning about Johnny Appleseed, getting involved in art projects and tasting activities, graphing, counting, sorting and grouping, planting, and just having fun learning the names of some of the different varieties (like Fuji and Jazz apples)!  This is going to be a really good time!!

The First Graders have been working hard on meeting new friends.  The students have tried to play with someone new at recess and include those who normally don’t play with them.  

The First Graders have also started to make calendars for the year.  Each month the teacher takes a picture of the students.  They fill out a calendar and put a short prayer on it.  Hopefully, families will keep these each month and at the end of the school year they can look to see how much their child has changed. 

The Second Graders are off to a good start!  They have been working hard to recall all the wonderful concepts they learned in First Grade and are preparing their minds to learn many more great things this year.
  
Second Graders have also been reading new stories, practicing Math facts, and practicing the DWP skills of Listening and Following Instructions.

Where in the world is the Third Grade?  They have been busy in Social Studies learning more about communities and traveling around the world as they study the earth’s oceans and continents.

Dunkin’ doughnuts! Chocolate doughnuts! Doughnut holes! Sounds yummy in 3rd Grade, but the students are not eating them! They are using “drill doughnuts” to practice their addition facts in Math.

“Check your three P’s…paper, position, and pencil” is the mantra heard in Third Grade as they have begun learning to write their letters in cursive! The students are excited to write in this new “font”. 

The 4th Grade is working on a Monarch butterfly project.  In Science they have learned about butterflies and their life process.  In Spanish, each student has colored and cut out a life size paper Monarch butterfly.  They will put these together with a letter which will then go to a school in Mexico in the area where the Monarch butterflies go for the winter.  In the spring, the students in Mexico will send back the butterflies they have made.  Our students are also taking a look at life in the part of Mexico where these butterflies go and learning how these butterflies play a part in “El Día de los Muertos” in that region.  Mrs. Monti is helping with the art work!

Room 403 has kicked off to a wonderful start this year!  Students have been doing a super job with behavior/expectations!  They are learning about place value in Math, and have been practicing rounding.  They are also learning about the geography of the Southwest states and latitude/longitude in Social Studies.  Miss Peterson is reading The Indian in the Cupboard aloud, and the students are excited to hear what happens next every time!  

Room 402 has been working with different kinds of sentences in English.  The sentences are Declarative Clara, Interrogative Roger, Exclamatory Sam, and Imperative Peter.  They even drew pictures of these sentences!

One way Mrs. Petersen’s Fourth Grade Reading class is learning to read is by singing songs.  Who knew homophones, figures of speech, and phonics were in the Nebraska Fight Song?  

This fall, be on the lookout for rodents! The rats are coming to room 503, and the students are preparing to learn all about nutrition from their whiskered friends! They have also just finished up their first experiment testing different materials to see which ones would rust and which products kept rust away.

In Social Studies, the 5th Grade students are busy learning about different Native American tribes. In groups, they will prepare a presentation on their selected tribe and construct a model of what their dwelling and daily life might have looked like. 
In English class, the Fifth-Graders have been learning about different kinds of sentences and the different parts of sentences. This will prepare them to put their “author hats” on and write their first piece of the year, a personal narrative. 

The 5th Graders have begun a technology research project about traditional national symbols such as the bald eagle, the White House, the U.S. flag, the Vietnam Memorial, etc.  They are then using this information to create a 3 column brochure with embedded pictures and citations.  Who knew they were so creative?!?

All 73 Sixth Graders are doing safety patrol this year. The students are doing a super job keeping their fellow students safe when crossing at the Tomahawk crosswalk. Students patrol once every two weeks either before school or after school. If your child patrols in the morning, please have them at school by 7:30. Thank you.

The 7th Graders have begun learning robotic programming!

Several 8th Graders have been seen about the school.  Volunteers from Ms. Olsen’s English classes can be seen reading to the Kindergarten students each Friday.  It’s a pleasure for all of the Kindergarten students and gives the 8th Graders a chance to lead and read. 

Mrs. Koch’s Fourth Graders welcomed their 8th Grade English buddies recently.  It was an opportunity to get to know each other.  The pairs (or trios) set about interviewing each other.  

Hungry birds and silly squirrels are flying wild in the Media Center during Kindergarten and First Grade Library classes.  The students have been performing plays with the puppets and acting out some great books. 

The Seventh Graders have officially begun their preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  During the weekend of Sept. 10-11 the students were enrolled at the parish Masses.  They were presented to the faith community as they came forward to sign their commitment promises of spiritual preparation for Confirmation.  Please pray for these young people as they discern and study their lifelong journey of faith.

Eighth Graders are also practicing their acting skills in Library class. They have been performing Readers’ Theater skits for each other.  Hopefully, some of these acts will “go on the road” and perform for the younger classes.  This may also drum up some participants for the Speech team later this year!

The first Junior High Treasure Chest will be held right after the end of the first quarter. If you have a Junior High student and have not contributed to the Treasure Chest, we are still collecting small trinkets, cans of pop, 2-liter bottles of pop, or $5 cash donations to purchase other items. Just send your offerings to the Library marked “Treasure Chest.”

Student Senate meetings kicked off on September 26th. The students are very excited to plan different events to help strengthen the student body and community!  The following students were chosen by their peers as representatives on the Student Senate:   7th Graders:  Sarah Blaylock, Jeff Carpenter, Laura Fisher, Kyle Monti, Josh Pokorny, Nicole Schindler, Tim Urbanski,  Anna Volenec, and Grace Wagner;  8th Graders:  Jackson Brown, Cecilia Cohen, Clara Crenshaw, Aly Freeman, Maizie Jensen, Ryan Moffit, Julia Nulty, Maddy Schlachter, and Heather Schumacher. 

The Book-It Program has provided many helpful tips for parents wanting to help their child become a better reader.  These can be found on Virtual Backpack under the Documents for 2011-12 section.  Check it out!
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