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Omaha Attorney Honored by His Peers


Upon entering the office of Omaha defense attorney Bill Gallup, they are hard to miss  – the pictures of General George S. Patton hanging behind his desk and the thick Patton biography resting on top of it. It is not by coincidence the legendary battlefield leader watches over a man who considers the courtroom his battlefield.  

“(Patton) used to say that his fondest desire was to die in the last battle of the war with a bullet in the brain. That's how he wanted to go out on the battlefield. I kind of feel like Patton in the sense that I want to die in the courtroom, arguing a case in front of a jury. I can't think of a greater way to die than arguing your case to a jury. That's all I've ever really wanted to do was try cases,” said Gallup.

It is that graphic dedication to his craft that has earned Gallup wealth, prominence, and recognition by his peers. Those peers selected him, once again, for inclusion in the latest edition of The Best Lawyers in America( -- a self-described guide to legal excellence in the United States. He is one of only 1880 lawyers who have been listed in Best Lawyers each of its 20 years. 

Gallup said the peer recognition means a lot to him.

“The law business is competitive, and I'm not a politician so I've probably offended people over the years. But, I think that would indicate something that they would give me a vote like that.”


Gallup graduated from Creighton Law School in 1964. He consumed his career choice, and it consumed him. 

“I was sitting in the supreme court waiting to take the oath and the doors swung open behind the judges bench and the seven justices strode in the courtroom in their flowing black robes, followed by their law clerks -- trailing like altar boys in the wake of a priest. I thought, at the time, that I was about to be ordained, except I was going out to seek truth and justice, rather than the Holy Grail. That's true. I still feel the same way about it. When you’re defending people, protecting freedom, you're really doing a great job,” said Gallup.

Gallup, who now makes a living defending clients, began his career as a prosecutor, working at the city, state and federal level. 

“I really liked prosecuting criminal cases. I've defended a lot of people that I would personally like to prosecute. They're not always the nicest people, but that is the sign of a good lawyer: someone that can go in there and defend somebody you wouldn't be caught dead with outside the courtroom. At the same time, you create the impression with the jury that you'd entrust him baby sitting your children.” 

The transition from prosecutor to defender was a seemingly smooth one for Gallup. Upon entering private practice, he was enlisted to assist with the defense of former Omaha Mayor James Dworak. He was indicted on bribery charges, but was later acquitted. 

Gallup then set about defending a county sheriff, accused of conspiring to sell cocaine. Despite a good prosecution case, which included a tape-recorded statement, he was also acquitted. 

“I've had a lot of cases over the years. Murder cases all the way down to trivial cases. They've all been interesting,” said Gallup.

On November 5th, Gallup will argue a case before the Nebraska Supreme Court. He took over the appeals of Arthur Gales, Jr., a man convicted of killing two children and severely beating their mother. He was sentenced to death.

At issue – whether Nebraska still has a death penalty in light of the U.S. Supreme Court’s Ring V. Arizona decision. The high court ruled that juries, not judges, should decide if a crime warrants the death penalty.  In Nebraska, judges have decided all death sentences since the 1970’s. 

Another Gallup client was not only removed from death row. He was granted his freedom. 

Jeremy Sheets was convicted in 1997 of kidnapping, raping, and killing 17 year old Kenyatta Bush. The prosecution’s key piece of evidence was the taped confession of a man who killed himself in jail. 

The Nebraska Supreme Court ordered a new trial in 2000 and barred the confession from being used. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the decision nine months later. Jeremy Sheets walked out of jail a free man on June 12, 2001. 

Gallup says people still ask him, “Did Sheets kill her?”

“I would have to say there are serious questions as to whether he did it. The state has never re-tried him, which indicates they don't have any evidence to convict him. I think that was the right result in that case.”

After almost four decades as a lawyer, Gallup said he has no plans to retire. He said he enjoys the competition too much and the new challenges.

 “It's a tremendous amount of satisfaction to look out for the interests of people, particularly the interests of people that don't have any money or power. I don't do it for the money. I could retire right now. I do it because I enjoy what I'm doing and I think it’s an accomplishment,” said Gallup.

This defense lawyer is quick to defend his profession.

 
“A lot of people don't like criminal lawyers. They think they're cut from the same cloth as their clients -- they're shysters and they carry a bag of tricks. I always like to tell the jury the story about the mob that had gathered in the village square. They were preparing to descend upon this poor prostitute and beat her to death with sticks and stones. As the mob surged forward, a man stood up and stood between the mob and the prostitute. He held up his hand and said, ‘let he who is without sin cast the first stone.’ And, the mob stepped back. The woman, of course, was Mary Magdalene. The man was Jesus Christ -- our first criminal defense lawyer. I don't have any Christ-like qualities, but I am following in good footsteps.”


When a person is in trouble, invariably, one of the first calls they make it to a lawyer. Gallup said  he is certainly glad to be one.

George Patton had the American Third Army. Bill Gallup, his peers would say, commands respect in the courtroom. 

“I'm not one of these lawyers who practices in his office. I don't prepare wills or handle corporate mergers. My field of honor is a courtroom not a desk.”

