Calendar of Events

October

¥ Every Thursday - Alanon, 5:30 p.m.;
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8:00 p.m.

¥ Saturday, October 17 - “55 & Alive”
social gathering, 6:30 p.m.

¥ Saturday, October 24 - Knights of
Columbus Halloween Party, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

¥ Sunday, October 25 - Welcome Sunday
and Priesthood Sunday, reception for Hecht

ordination to the diaconate; refreshments

after 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 Masses

November

¥ Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Day;
Daylight Saving Time ends, :
Truck-a-thon 4:00pm

¥ Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving
Day Mass, 9:00 a.m. w/refreshments after

December

¥ Saturday, December 5 - First
Reconciliation for 2nd graders, 11:30 a.m.

¥ Tuesday, December 8 - Immaculate
Conception, holy day of obligation: Masses
at 6:30, 8:15, 10:00 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

¥ Sunday, December 13 - “The First Act,”
an hour of music and worship, 7:00 p.m.

¥ Thursday and Friday, December 17-18
- Communal Penance Services, 7:00 p.m.
and 12:00 noon, respectively

¥ Thursday, December 24 - Christmas
Eve, Masses: 4:00, 4:05, 6:00 p.m.

¥ Friday, December 25 - Christmas,
Masses: 12 Midnight, 8:00, 10:30 a.m.

¥ Friday, December 31 - New Year's Eve,
Mass 5:30 p.m. (8:00, 10:30 - New Year's
Day)

& A Letter From the Pastor
Dear Friend,

Just as there are climate seasons that move us through
time there are Church Seasons that move us through
our lives of faith. The Church season of Advent, which
begins on November 29 this year, will allow Catholic
Christians four weeks to prepare spiritually for
Christmas once again.

While it is true that Jesus was born in history 2010 years ago, it is good to
realize that his birth is to make a difference in our lives every year. Just as he
was born during a time of economic change marked by the taking of a
census to determine a new tax base, so in our time we are living in difficult
economic times. One of the ways to respond to Jesus birth even in our
challenging economic times is to practice generosity.

A practice at St. James that encourages generosity is the Advent Angel
program which allows people to give gifts to children and adults who are in
need. If you would like to participate in the Advent Angel program to give a
gift or to receive a gift, please see the article in this publication for

more details.

Peace,

Father Richard Reiser

Pastor

Mass Schedule



& The Twelve Days of Christmas

The Twelve Day of Christmas was written as a catechism song for children to remember the lessons of their faith. In
England between 1158 and 1829, political conditions did not allow people to say “Merry Christmas” or admit their
Catholic beliefs out loud. The song was a code for Church teaching to aid Catholics who were being persecuted in
England. Some inventive author hid our Catholic beliefs and children’s lessons in a seemingly unrelated set of words
in an almost nonsensical song. The song was an underground form of religious education. Instead of referring to an

carthly suitor, the “my true love” refers to God. The “me” who received the presents is symbolic of all baptized followers.

Try to guess what each symbol represents in the Catholic Church by putting a piece of paper over the 2nd column.

Symbols Catholic Representation

Partridge in a Pear Tree Jesus

Two Turtle Doves The Old and New Testaments

Three French Hens Faith, Hope and Charity

Four Calling Birds The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

The first five Books of the Old Testament

Five Golden Rings
(The Pentateuch)

Six Geese A-Laying The six days of Creation according to the book

of Genesis

The seven Sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation,

Seven Swans A-Swimming Eucharist, Marriage, Hoy Orders, Reconciliation,

and Anointing of the Sick)

Eight Maids A-Milking The eight Beatitudes

The nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, peace,

Nine Ladies Dancing patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness

and self-control)

Ten Lords A-Leaping The Ten Commandments

Eleven Pipers Piping The Eleven Faithful Apostles

Twelve Drummers Drumming The Twelve points of belief in the Apostle’s Creed




& Angels Among Us

With the setback in our economy, there is a need among our own parish family. Here at St. James, we
have parishioners who are struggling. We have families who are experiencing the effects of job loss, or
they recently found a job and are trying desperately to support their families and get back on their feet.

Each year, St. James offers a project called “Christmas Angels,” which for many years has successfully
helped families around Omaha in need at Christmas. Each year, parishioners eagerly pick out an angel
or two from the Christmas trees in the narthex. They go shopping for gifts to help someone, who could
be a child or an adult, so that individual will have a gift under their own Christmas tree. Not only

does St. James receive names through Catholic Charities for our “Christmas Angel” trees in the narthex,
but this year we are asking those from our St. James family who, due to the economy, are experiencin
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financial struggles, to submit their names and Christmas wish items to the “Christmas Angel” project.

The “Christmas Angel” project is confidential. To keep this confidential, anyone who wishes to receive help from the “Christmas
Angel” project will need to call or talk with Deacon Pat Lenz or Bob May (Parish Office 572-0499) to submit their name(s). If
you know of someone (parishioner) who may need the help provided through “Christmas Angels,” please submit their names

in the same fashion. You must, however, have the approval of the family prior to submitting the request. Each family will

need to list their gift wishes along with the gender and age of the individual(s) receiving gifts.

& The Legend of the Candy Cane

In the 17th Century, the government of England outlawed any Christmas festivities. A candy maker, not to be deprived
of the celebration of the Christ child’s birth, decided to make a sweet treat that would be a secret symbol to his Christian
friends. He started with a white, hard candy base and to it he added three tin stripes. These were to represent the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Next, he added a wide red stripe to symbolize Christ’s sacrifice for us.

The candy cane maker was puzzled as to what shape his secret symbol would be...round to show God’s
everlasting love... but it should be more than that. Ah!...he had it...he'd make his candy in the shape
of a shepherd’s crook to symbolize the visitors to the manger and how they were to “Go and spread the

good news” of the Christ child’s birth. It would also symbolize Jesus, the Good Shepherd.

So, for that Christmas long ago, a clever Christian candy maker gave a special candy gift...a sweet treat
that was also a secret symbol. It is still enjoyed today.

Other service and social opportunities
Learn more about these groups and ministries in future issues of Casting the Net!







